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JABALPUR EARTHQUAKE 
 

1. A severe earthquake of magnitude 6.0 struck Jabalpur and adjoining areas in 

Madhya Pradesh in the early hours of May 22,1997 which took a toll of 39 

(Source: M/O Agriculture) human lives and caused extensive damage to property. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

       DAMAGE  
                                                                                                               

2. The districts Jabalpur, Mandla, Chhindwara & Seoni suffered wide spread 

damages. Damage was maximum in Jabalpur and Mandla districts but lesser in 

Chhindwara and Seoni districts. Altogether 2739 villages were affected. In 

Jabalpur City, 67 wards were affected while the number of villages affected in 

Jabalpur district was 1859. In Mandla district, 289 were affected; in Seoni district 

569 villages were affected and in Chhindwada district 22 villages were affected.  

3. Out of 39 deaths, which occurred due to earthquake, 38 were in Jabalpur City and 

one death occurred in Chhindwada. As per the available statistics, In Jabalpur 

district 2310 people were injured while in Mandla 120 persons were injured. 4 

persons in Chhindwada and 1 person in Seoni were injured. 

4. About 8546 houses collapsed and about 52,690 houses were badly damaged. More 

than 90% of houses collapsed or were badly damaged in two villages, Kosamghat 

and Kudaria near the epicenter region.  

5. The maximum intensity of shaking experienced during the earthquake was VIII on 

the MSK scale at the villages of Kosamghat and Kudaria. The Indian seismic code 

classifies this area in seismic zone III, implying that the area is likely to sustain a 

maximum shaking intensity of VII on the MSK scale. This is consistent with the 

shaking intensity experienced in the area. 

DATE 22 May, 1997 

ORIGIN TIME 04 hrs 21 mins 30.8 sec (IST) 

EPICENTER Lat. 23.08 N, Long. 80.06 E 

FOCAL DEPTH 35 km 

MAGNITUDE 6.0 
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This earthquake attains significance because it was located very near to an urban 

conglomeration, a major city in India, Jabalpur having a population of about 1.2 

million. 

   
COLLAPSED HOUSES 

 

 
JABALPUR BUS STATION AFTER EARTHQUAKE 

 

 
 DAMAGED TWO STORIED BUILDING  
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1997 JABALPUR EARTHQUAKE – SHAKE EFFECT MAP 

 

EMS-98 SHAKING EFFECTS 

1 NOT FELT 

2-3 WEAK 

4 LARGELY OBSERVED 

5 STRONG 

6 SLIGHTLY DAMAGING 

7 DAMAGING 

8 HEAVILY DAMAGING 

9 DESTRUCTIVE 

10+ VERY DESTRUCTIVE 

  
 

         RESCUE & RELIEF: 

6. Government Officials and Non-Governmental Organizations (NGO) went into 

action to provide relief to the affected persons. Initially large numbers of Non-

Governmental Organizations were working in the affected area. Amongst them 

were: 

� Society for Resource Integration And Development Action (SRDA) 

� OXFAM 

� Tarun Sankar 

� MIWCYD 

� Bargi Bandh Visthapit Sangh 

� Giants Group of Jabalpur 

� Mannulal Trust 

� Rotary Club 

� World Vision 

� Church of Social Action 

� CARE India 

� Jamat-e-Islami Hind 

� Bharat Sevashram Sanghatan, Calcutta 
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� Laghoo Udyog Sangh 

� EMC 

� Samanvya Pariwar 

7. Initially these NGOs provided building material for temporary sheds and shelters 

in different villages as the Government authorities did not reach in time. Some of 

the organizations have contributed in building confidence amongst the affected 

people. They also distributed the food packets for a number of days. 

 
        STATE GOVERNMENT ASSISTANCE: 
 

8. The Chief Minister, Mr. Digvijay Singh, the Minister in charge of District, Mr. 

Rajan Prasad Sukla, as well as the Chief Secretary flew into Jabalpur and 

surveyed the situation. An announcement was made for an ex-gratia payment of 

one lakh rupees to all survivors of the deceased and a sum of Rs. 2000/- to Rs. 

10,000/- to the injured persons. The next of kin of the 39 deceased persons were 

given an ex-gratia payment of one lakh rupees as announced. Some of the injured 

persons were also given monetary assistance.  

9. As a temporary relief measure the Government provided free bamboo poles for 

erecting temporary sheds. Relief was also provided in cash in amounts ranging 

from Rs. 400/- to Rs. 3000/-. The affected families could use the money to 

purchase utensils, clothing or even to erect temporary sheds and shelters. 

 
RESCUE RELIEF AND REHABILITATION BY  

BHARATIYA JAIN SANGHATANA (BJS) 
 
        RESCUE & RELIEF 
 

10. Soon after the earthquake, BJS volunteers reached the affected area and set up 

rescue camps. Rescue & relief operations were carried out on an urgent basis. 

11. During the rescue and immediate relief activities, BJS realized that even though 

the loss to human lives was very less compared to the Latur earthquke, the 

Jabalpur earthquake had brought about extensive damage to properties. 42 villages 

were completely flattened, leaving thousands of people homeless.  

12. The children were the worst sufferers. The psychological trauma they were facing 

was potent enough to destroy their future completely. Immediate rehabilitation of 

those disaster-affected children was in urgent need. 
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        EDUCATION REHABILITATION PROGRAM FOR DISASTER - AFFECTED 
CHILDREN: 

 
13. Considering the pathetic condition of the earthquake affected children and their 

psychological trauma, BJS decided to launch Education Rehabilitation Program 

for them. BJS already having the successful experience of rehabilitating 

earthquake affected children from Latur, was well confident to adopt the orphaned 

and affected children of Jabalpur for providing them quality education along with 

counseling to overcome the psychological trauma they were facing after the 

disaster. 

     
         VISIT OF BJS TEAM TO THE AFFECTED AREA: 
 

14. BJS team comprising Mr. Mahendra Surana, Mr. Dilip Gandhi, Mr. Prafulla 

Parakh and Mr. Madanlal Jain visited the quake - affected villages in Jabalpur. 

They visited the villages including Bilehari, Tilehari, Gaur, Kudaria, Nim Kheda, 

etc in Jabalpur. The team informed them about the rehabilitation plans and offered 

full assistance to them. They also informed them about the Education 

Rehabilitation Project and assured to take the quake affected children to Pune for 

better education. 

 
         MEETING WITH MINISTER OF EDUCATION, MADHYA PRADESH & LOCAL AUTHORITIES:  
 

15. The BJS team met the sarpanchas and prominent persons of the affected area and 

discussed the plan of adopting the earthquake - affected children for education. 

They all very well appreciated the scheme and assured full cooperation. The team 

also met Minister of Education, Madhya Pradesh, Mr. Pushpraj Singh and 

appraised him about the project. 

 
            SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR ERP: 
 
16. With the full support of the authorities and parents, BJS identified 44 promising 

children from the earthquake-affected villages of Jabalpur for the education 

rehabilitation project. The focus was on students who were in 5th to 10th standards. 
 

CLASS  - WISE DISTRIBUTION OF STUDENTS FROM JABALPUR 
 

 
   STANDARD 
 

5TH 6TH 7TH 8TH 9TH 10TH TOTAL 

 
NO. OF STUDENTS

 
3 5 13 11 10 2 44 
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                                          VILLAGE - WISE LIST OF STUDENTS FROM JABALPUR 

 

SR.NO. NAME OF THE VILLAGE NO. OF 
STUDENTS 

1 SONHAD 11 
2 NARYI 7 
3 INDRABASTI 1 
4 MADANMAHAL 1 
5 GOHALPUR 1 
6 PINTRAI 4 
7 GOHLA  2 
8 TIKRIYA 1 
9 RANI DURGAVATI SAMADHI  1 

10 POLIPATHAR 3 
11 BARBATI 2 
12 SANGAM KALONI 1 
13 SHIVNAGAR 1 
14 DURGAVATI WARD 1 
15 LAYIGANJ 2 
16 MAHATMA GANDH WAARD 1 
17 GORAKHPUR 3 
18 L.I.C 1 
19 PIPRIYA KHURD 1 

 

17. With the consent of the parents and authorities, BJS shifted these children to Pune. 

On 17th July, 1997 these children reached Pune along with the BJS team by 

special bus arranged by the Sanghatana. The children were given accommodation 

in BJS hostel at Pimpri. BJS made all the necessary arrangements for providing 

them with food, clothes, study materials and all other accessories in the hostel. 

 
        SCHOOLING ARRANGEMENTS: 
 

18. As the medium of instruction in Jabalpur is Hindi, it was necessary to provide 

them educational facilities in Hindi medium school. So they were given admission 

in S. M. Joshi Vidyalay, Pune.  

19. Wagholi Education Rehabilitation Center (WERC), the spacious educational 

complex built by BJS with the assistance of World Bank became ready by the end 

of November 1997. Then the Jabalpur students were shifted to WERC.  

20. Even though there were 40 students in the academic year 1997-98, the number of 

children reduced to 19 in 1998-99 academic year, as many of the children returned 

to their villages and did not come back to continue their studies. In the following 
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year the number further reduced to 9 and BJS had to drop out the Jabalpur Project 

by the end of that academic year. 

 

DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE ON BJS ROLE & EXPERIENCE IN JABALPUR: 

 

� NEWS PAPER REPORTS: There are many newspaper reports in 

English, Hindi & Marati languages, which give information regarding 

BJS role & experience in Jabalpur after 1997 earthquake. 
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NEWS PAPER REPORTS  

RELATED TO  

BJS ROLE & EXPERIENCE IN JABALPUR  

AFTER EARTHQUAKE 1997 



 
 

LOKMAT 
7TH JUNE 1997 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

NAV BHARAT 

5TH JUNE 1997 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 

LOKMAT 
6TH JUNE 1997 

 
 

 
 
 

NAV BHARAT 

7TH JUNE 1997 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

NAV BHARAT 

18TH JULY 1997 
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MANDHARDEVI TEMPLE STAMPEDE – 2005 

RESCUE & RELIEF  

BY  

BHARATIYA JAIN SANGHATANA (BJS) 
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MANDHARDEVI KALUBAI TEMPLE STAMPEDE 
 
        INTRODUCTION: 
 
1. The Mandhardevi Kalubai Temple located on top of the Mandhardevi Hill near 

Wai in Satara District of Pashchim Maharashtra attracts 3-4 lakhs pilgrims every 

year in the Dec-Jan (Paush), especially on the Poornima Day. The Shakambhari 

Paush Purnima is an annual event.  

2. 25th January, 2005, was a doubly auspitious day for the devotees as it was a 

Tuesday along with Poornima, a rare combination. The devotees were much more 

in number. The steepness of the climb to the temple, the narrow entrance, or the 

small size of the temple compound, nothing mattered to them. 

 

 
 

MANDHARDEVI KALUBAI TEMPLE 
 
        THE TRAGEDY: 
 
3. At around 1.30 pm, the temple premises witnessed the gravest stampede in the 

history of Maharashtra leading to the death of approx 340 pilgrims within no 

time. Eyewitness accounts of the tragedy vary. The most plausible sequence of 

events suggests that some devotees slipped on a mix of excess oil near the 

deepmaal, water from broken coconuts and blood from sacrificed goats, near the 

entrance of the sanctum sanctorum, sending a wave of panic through the other 2 

lakh devotees.  
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4. Packed beyond capacity in a compound, people struggled to find a way out and 

surged towards the two openings of the compound, one of which had been 

earmarked for entry and the other for exit. Panic stricken devotees tried to rush 

down and continued slipping on the surface, people coming up also fell down and 

were trampled upon. 

5. Gravening the situation, a fire was also broke out in one of the make shift stalls 

located near the temple. The fire that started has been attributed to an electric 

pole that fell and sent shock waves through the coconut water, adding to the 

panic. Another version is that as word spread of possible deaths, angry people 

burnt some shops on the road. As the fire spread, gas cylinders started exploding 

- 25 were counted in the space of two hours. Property worth lakhs were burnt. 

  

    
    
      VIEW OF THE FIRE THAT BROKEN OUT                        THE VICTIMS OF THE STAMPEDE 
  
     The major causes of this tragedy were  
 

• Temple compound was not that spacious enough to accommodate a large 

number of pilgrims. It can hold a maximum of 250 only at a time. 

• The narrow, steep winding path  

• The water from the broken coconut and the blood from the sacrificial goats 

flow freely in the temple compound. 

• There were only 30 policemen in duty for managing a crowd of 3 lakh people, 

which was not sufficient at all. 

• There was no watchtower, Public Addressing System etc. 

• As the temple is located on the top of the hill, the rescue teams were not able to 

reach the spot in time and the rescue operations were delayed. 
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• There was not even one fire tender or ambulance.  

• At least 300 makeshift stalls had come up on the hillside, selling pooja 

materials and serving snacks. Even though they did not have license, they were 

using LPG cylinders. 

 
         IMPACTS : 

 
6. As per the record of authorities, 251 people died - 157 women, 88 men, five boys 

and a girl. The local people said the toll is much higher and that the bereaved 

took away bodies to avoid paperwork with the authorities. According to them, the 

death toll was more than 300. Nearly 20000 people get badly injured. 

7. In the fire that broke out following the stampede, about 50 shops near the temple 

premises got completely burnt. Properties worth lakhs were burnt off. 

        RESCUE & RELIEF : 

8. Rescue teams that arrived from Pune, 200 km away, could see the fire from miles 

afar but it took them four hours to negotiate the 12-km ghat road to reach the site 

atop a 1,200-metre-high hill. There they were faced with extremely slippery 

steps, burning stalls, mangled bodies and the prospect of an occasional gas 

cylinder bursting.  

9. By the time the rescue teams reached the spot, the death toll crossed 250. Doctors 

confirmed that there were no deaths from the fire or the explosions. All the deaths 

were caused by suffocation. The injured people were taken to the Rural & 

Mission Hospitals in Wai. 

10. The State government's response was to announce cash aid to the survivors -1 

lakh to relatives of the dead, 25000 to the seriously injured and 10000 for those 

with minor injuries and to set up a judicial inquiry into the causes of the tragedy. 

11. Central Government announced a relief package of Rs.15 Crore for making the 

temple safer for the devotees. Prime Minister Shri. Manmohan Singh announced 

ex grantia compensation of Rs. 50,000 each to 10 nearest relatives of the victims. 
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RESCUE & RELIEF BY 

BHARATIYA JAIN SANGHATANA (BJS) 

12. The major activities carried out by Bharatiya Jain Sanghatana (BJS) at Mandhar 
devi temple were  

• Immediate rescue operations 

• Medical aid to the injured persons 

• Assistance in identifying the dead. 

• Distribution of fresh food & water. 

• Provision of temporary shelter. 

          RESCUE & RELIEF :  

13. Soon after the tragedy 125 BJS volunteers reached the temple premises and 

started rescue & relief work immediately. The A team of 25 doctors under the 

leadership of Dr. Vijay Sethia also reached there. BJS medical team provided 

immediate first-aid to the injured people and shifted them to the hospitals at Wai 

for further treatment. 

 
        FOOD DISTRIBUTION:  
 
14. 50 volunteers from Wagholi under the leadership of Shri. Ashok Pawar also 

reached for relief operations. The team from Wagholi was comprised of students 

and teachers of Wagholi Education Rehabilitation Center. They carried all the 

necessary materials for the preparation & distribution of food along with them. 

They took the responsibility of preparation & distribution of food. Freshly 

cooked food & drinking water was provided to the affected people. 

 
         PROVISION OF TEMPORARY SHELTER: 
 
15. BJS made the arrangements to provide temporary shelter to the devotees. All 

those pilgrims who came from other parts of the state were provided with 

shelter, food & medical attention.   

16. A 45-member team under the guidance of Shri. Balasaheb Dhoka & Shri. 

Ramesh Navlaka made all the necessary arrangements at Wai for conducting the 

relief operations. 
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TEMPLE PREMISES AFTER THE TRAGEDY                               

   

    
  

 

 
 

 
                                               BJS RELIEF CAMP : PREPARATION & DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD    



 

 23

   
 

BJS RELIEF CAMP: DISTRIBUTION OF FOOD 
 
 

OUTCOME: 

BJS was amongst the first to provide aid to the stampede - affected people and was 

able to provide the aid as early as possible. The provision of food and the medical 

aid in time, to the injured people helped to reduce further complications of the 

disaster.  

 
DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE ON BJS AID AT MANDHARDEVI TEMPLE AFTER 

STAMPEDE: 

 
PHOTOGRAPHS: Mandhardevi Temple Photo Album. 

NEWSPAPER REPORTS: There are newspaper reports in Marati language, which give 

information regarding BJS aid at Mandhardevi Temple after the stampede.  
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