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BHARATIYA JAIN SANGHATANA (BJS)

Assistance At Melghat

EDUCATION REHABILITATION PROGRAM
FOR
MALNUTRITION-AFFECTED CHILDREN



ASSISTANCE AT MELGHAT
-EDUCATION REHABILITATION PROGRAM FOR
MALNUTRITION - AFFECTED CHILDREN-

INTRODUCTION:
Melghat, the Korku tribal dominated Ranges of Satpura in Northern Amaravati,

Maharashtra is known as the Somalia of India, with a history of endemic
malnutrition. It has the dubious distinction of being a perpetually famine affected
area where every year hundreds of young children die of starvation. Despite the
relief provided by the government and several welfare organizations, there has

been no perceptible improvement.

A VEW OF ONE MELGHAT TRIBAL VILLAGE

In Mahrashtra the problem of child mortality is more acute in the tribal areas. The
deaths of the tribal children account for about 1/8 of the child deaths in the state.

Diagnostically, malnutrition cases are divided into four grades. Grade 1, or
mild malnutrition, occurs when the body weight of the person is between 70
and 80 % of the expected weight of that age. Grade Il, or moderate
malnutrition, where the body weight is between 60 and 70% of the expected
body weight of that age. Grade 111, where the individuals body weight is 50-
60 % of the expected body weight in that age group, and Grade 1V, referred
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to as severe malnutrition, where the body weight is 50% of the e'_;q'j_
body weight.

In Melghat and its surrounding areas, 80% of the cases belong to Grade IlI
and Grade V. Reports of infant deaths due to malnutrition in these areas make

front-page news almost every year.

ACCEPTING THE CHALLENGE...

BJS National President Shri. Shantilal Muttha was thinking of how based to fill
up the vacancies at the Education Rehabilitation Center, as nearly 400 students
from Latur region passed out from there. At the same time, the Vidarbha Unit of
the Sanghatana requested Mr. Muttha to consider the issue of malnutrition in
Melghat area and to launch an Educational Rehabilitation Program for the
Melghat children. Considering the gravity of the problem Shri. Muttha decided to
set out to Melghat with an ambitious vision of finding out a long - term solution
to the problem.

ANALYSING THE PROBLEM...

The preliminary step of the entire project was the thorough analysis of the
problem. For this purpose BJS volunteers toured the affected area and interacted
extensively with the local authorities and parents of the affected children.
Child mortality per year was a shocking 1000 — 1500 in this area.
Approximately 3600 children of this area were affected with grade IV
malnutrition. The detailed survey helped BJS to understand the problem in a
better way and to identify the causes. The main causes were

e Extreme poverty

o llliteracy

e Dismal Hygiene

e Child Marriages

e Blind belief in rituals and superstition

e Indifference to the medical and other aid provided

e Addiction to liquor and drugs

e Absence of family planning
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After the ground level analysis of the situation BJS realized tha wehey
provision of relief in the form of monetary support or relief materials would
in no way mitigate the problem. Only a holistic approach could provide a

long - term solution.

RELIEF MEASURES:

With the full support of Mrs. Shevantabai Chavan of Kasthurba Gandhi Trust,
BJS organized get- together for the Tribal people. Elementary education
classes were also conducted for them. BJS also decided to provide
transportation facilities during the monsoon season to the teams working in
that region to curb the malnutrition. In order to solve the marriage related
issues, BJS decided to conduct Mass Marriages Program for the youths twice
or thrice a year, strictly observing the age conditions, ie 18 years for the girls
and 21 years for the boys.

EDUCATION REHABILITATION PROJECT FOR 350 MALNUTRITION - AFFECTED
CHILDREN OF MELGHAT.

BJS knew that the best way to bring about a revolutionary change in any society
is ensuring Quality Education to the children of that particular society. In
Melghat, the lack of elementary education was the main cause of apathy
prevailing in that area. Almost all of the tribal schools in this area were in very
bad condition.

In the Dharni Tehsil in Melghat, the schools were in such a pathetic condition
that Government had to close the schools every year in the rainy season due to
the seepage of water. About 310 schools of this area, especially the school
buildings at Hira, Bambai, Dabida, Bobdo, Golkheda, Patharpur, Gambheri,
Ambadi, Rohnikheda, Salai, Nagudhana and Retya were in extremely bad
condition. In addition to the poor condition of the tribal schools, the extreme
poverty, blind belief in rituals and child marriage were hampering the
Educational improvement of the tribal people.

Considering the condition of the tribal schools of that area, the provision of
guality education in situ would be quite difficult. More importantly to
eradicate the social injustice prevailing in that area, it was felt that the

children should get an exposure to the developed world, which would bring
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about a change in their perspectives. The view was that as they dé?vé____,__'
progressive thinking, they would serve as a catalyst to bring about social
reformation in their community.

BJS, having the previous experience of providing Education rehabilitation to the
earthquake affected children of Latur, was confident to adopt the children from
the malnutrition affected areas in order to provide them with Quality Educational

facilities in Pune.

OBJECTIVES OF THE EDUCATION REHABILITATION PROJECT:

e Providing quality all round education and vocational skills.

e Exposing the tribal children to the developments in the world.

e To change the mindsets of the children with out hampering their
cultural backgrounds.

e To improve their perspectives on various issues.

e Make them aware of the negative effects of vices and superstition.

e Help them to develop progressive thinking.

e Instill in them moral values, self-esteem and social commitments.

e Prepare them for a dynamic future.

SALIENT FEATURES OF THE REHABILITATION PROJECT:

e Through this project BJS aimed to provide Quality Education & Vocational
Skills to the selected malnutrition affected tribal children from Melghat

e BJS would take the complete responsibility of the children ie, food,
clothes, medical attention, and learning aids for 10 years, up till
Graduation.

e The children would be taken to Pune in Sanghtana’s buses on its own
expenses and would be brought back to Melghat during vacation period.

e The children would be admitted in the S. M. Joshi Vidyalay, Pune and the
accommodation would be provided in the BJS hostels at Pimpri
Chinchward. When the Wagholi Education Rehabilitation Center (WERC)
become ready these children would be shifted there for the continuation of

their studies.



e Along with academic facilities BJS would also provide them with orall’
and value education and also get them integrated with the develoaéd
world.

e BJS would give them counseling on the bad effects of vices & superstitions.

e No donations would be accepted from the Melghat people for the
project.

e This project was the first of its kind in India that provides educational
Rehabilitation to the children affected by malnutrition due to extreme

poverty.

IMPLEMENTATION:
SELECTION OF STUDENTS AND TEACHERS FOR THE ERP:

Through extensive interaction with the authorities and the tribal people, BJS was
able to convey the idea of education rehabilitation to the people of Melghat to

certain extent.

MEETING WITH MELGHAT TRIBAL PEOPLE

14. BJS arranged a meeting with the parents, which was attended by nearly 500
parents who were ready to send their children to Pune under the patronage
of the Sanghatana. BJS focused the Project on the children who were in 5", 6™,
7" & 8" standards. Through extensive survey & interaction with the local
authorities, teachers, and parents BJS identified 351 promising children from
the malnutrition afflicted tribal villages of Melghat for the ERP. Care was taken

to ensure that not more than three or four children were selected from each
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village, and the preference was given to those children who had to wal 0
distance every day to attend the school.

Along with the selection of students, BJS also identified 6 teachers from the
Melghat region for the ERP.

CLASS - WISE BREAK UP STUDENTS SELECTED FROM MELGHAT

STANDARD 5TH 6™ 7™ g™ g™ 11™

NO. OF STUDENTS 21 91 73 49 6 15

The district collector, Mr. Syamlal Goel, Project officer, Mr. Garad, Kasturba
Sewa Sansthan’ s Mrs. Chavan, Melghat MLA, Mr. Patyala Guruji, and ZP
Member, Mr. Hiralal Sarage gave full support to BJS for the Project.

After the selection of the children for the project, BJS made temporary
arrangements for their schooling in the villages itself in order to make them

prepared for the Education Rehabilitation Project before taking them to Pune.

TAKE OVER OF GUARDIANSHIP

The take over function was held at the Kasturba Trust premises in the Dharni
Tehsil of Melghat, on the historical occasion of ‘Kranti Din’ (Aug 9). The
function was presided by Melghat MLA, Mr. Patyala Guruji. The Project officer,
Mr. G. P. Garad, Chair Person of the Kasthurba Trust, Mrs. Shevantabai Chavan,
SDO Dr. Chandrakant Purkundwar, ZP Member, Mr. Hiralal Mavaskar and Mr.

Surendra Bardia were the chief guests on the occasion.

GUARDIANSHIP TAKE OVER CEREMONY
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GUARDIANSHIP TAKE OVER CEREMONY

The eminent leaders of BJS, Mr. Prafulla Parakh, Mr. Sudarshan Jain, Mr.
Pradeep Jain, Mr. Mahendra Surana, Mr. Ramkishan Agrawal, Mr. Hukumchand

Daga and Mr. Subhash Gadiya were also present on the occasion.

In the auspicious ceremony filled with emotion BJS National President Shri.
Shantilal Muttha accepted the guardianship of the 312 Kkids selected from the
tribal villages of Melghat. It was a painful joy for the parents, as they had to part
with their children for their bright future. Mr. Muttha assured the parents that he
would provide the children the best of Education and would send them back as
social reformation agents to their own native place. He also promised that he

would not let their korku culture die down in the atmosphere of Pune.



STEP TOWARDS A BRIGHT FUTURE...

21. A rare form of trust and hope for the best twinkled in the eyes of the parents as
they gave blessings to their children. The children were then taken to Pune in 4

air -conditioned buses of the Sanghatana.

SCHOOLING AND LODGING ARRANGEMENTS:

22. The children were admitted in S.M. Joshi Vidyalay, Pune. Arrangements were
made to teach them English, Hindi & Marati in addition to their Korku language.

The lodging arrangements were made in the BJS hostel at Pimpri - Chinchwad.

CLASS-WISE & VILLAGE-WISE LIST OF STUDENTS FROM MELGHAT (Academic Year : 1998 —1999)

NUMBER OF STUDENTS
Sr. No. VILLAGE
5TH 6TH 7TH 8TH 9TH 1OTH 12TH
1 |RANIGAON 1 4 3 3
2 |PALASKUNTI 1 1 1
3 |NIRGUNDTI 1
4 |UKUPATI 1 3 2 1 1
5 |CHOURAKUND 1 1
6 |NAGOTHANA 1
7  |BARU 1 1
8  |HIRABAMBAI 1 3 2 3
9  |koBADATANA 1
10 [cota 1 1 1
11 [cOLKHANDA 1
12 |RAJPUR 5 4 5 1
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SAV YA
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TATARA
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TAMNATANA

17

KASAIKHANDA

18

UTAVLI
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JHILPI

20

DHARNI
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CHIKHALTANA
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BHAMVAR

24

NARDU

25

NAGJHIRA

26

BORIKHEDA

27

GOLAYI

28

SONABARDI

29

JUTPANI

30

SAVLIKHEDA

31

SHRATNAPUR

32

BIJUDHAVADI

33

CHAKDI

34

MAGIYAM

35

KEKDA

36

BERDA BARUDA

37

BHONDILAVA

38

BHEED

39

[TEMBALI

40

DHARANMUTE

41

PATIYA

42

MERVA

43

PATKAHU

44

GOLATONH

45

JHILANGWARI

46

KHAPARKHEDA

47

LVADA

48

SALAI

49

KLAMVAR

50

CHADIMDA
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52

PATHARPUR

53
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TING YA
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RANITHANBOL

56

BERATIKI
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KOMBADATANA
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BOBADO
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BIROTI
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GADGAMALUR
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BOTE

64

DHULGHAT RAILWAY

65

MANGIYA

66

KHAMDA

67

DUNI

68

KEKADABOD

69

TITAMBA

70

RATNAPUR

71

PATKO

72

DHARANMAHU

73

BHAMDUM

74

BEHTABALTA

75

[ TALAICAMP DHARNI

76

AANKHI

77

[TAKNA

78

REHTA

79

SADRABAATI

80

POTILAVA

81

UPAATKHANTA

82

GOLKHANDA BAAZAAR

83

KHAARI

84

BETPHARAM
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85

DADARA

86

BABAMDA

87

UPATKHEDA
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SABRAVADI

89

BHOKARBALTI

90

TELKHAR

91

RANAPISA

92

DHAVATI

93

SOSONKHEDA

94

CHAKARDA

95

BHATKULI
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BHANTURA

97

HATIDHA

98

KUSUMKOT

99

KUTANGA

100

KHARPI

101

MANTVA

102

CHICHGHAT

103

AMBATI

104

KHA-YATEMBARU

105

HARDOLI
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KATAV

107

BORALA

108

PALSA
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CHIROTI

110

HENDA

111

DAHENDA

I Il LS

11



23.

24,

25.

26.

-
T
o

SHIFTING OF THE CHILDREN TO WAGHOLI EDUCATION REHABILITATHOM!
CENTER (WERC). e

By the end of November 1997, the Wagholi Education Rehabilitation Center
(WERC), the spacious 2,80,000 sq ft educational complex of BJS, built with the
assistance of State Government & World Bank became ready and was
inaugurated by Chief Minister Murali Manohar Joshi. Thereafter students from
Melghat were shifted to WERC along with the other disaster affected / orphaned
children adopted by BJS.

BJS provided them with quality education along with vocational skills under the
roof of WERC. Counseling was also given to them on the adverse effects of vices
and superstitions.

OUTCOMES OF THE PROJECT:

After acquiring quality education, these children returned to their own villages as
catalysts for social reformation. Now they are trying their best to eradicate the
malpractices and superstitions prevailing in that area and also to give a general
awareness about the developments in the outer-world to the members of their
own community.

It is a matter of pride to BJS, as this was the only project of its kind in India
that provided Educational Rehabilitation Opportunities for Malnutrition
affected children.

PROBLEMS FACED

Tribal people have their own peculiar culture and they often remain as an
isolated group very well differentiated from the rest of the population with
cultural, religious & linguistic barriers and they generally show a repelling
attitude towards the outsiders.

More than that, the illiteracy, blind belief in rituals and superstitions and their
indifference to the aids provided makes them a difficult group to handle with.

It was a challenging & extremely difficult mission to BJS to convey the idea of
Education Rehabilitation to such an economically backward, superstitious,
illiterate & poverty-ridden community.

Tribal people are the most misused group in the entire world. So any project that

focuses the tribal people has been viewed in a skeptical way by the community
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itself & also by the authorities. BJS had to take great pains for earning _the
& confidence of the tribal people & the authorities. |
As the mother tongue of the tribal children was Korku, there were
communication problems during the initial stage. BJS had to take great efforts to

overcome this barrier.

DOCUMENTS AVAILABLE ON BJS ASSISTANCE AT MELGHAT:
NEWS PAPER REPORTS:. News Paper Reports In English, Hindi & Marati

Languages providing information regarding BJS Assistance at Melghat.

PHOTOGRAPHS: The Melghat Photo Album.
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